








 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

       
 



 



 

IN CONFIDENCE 

APH: Deputy Commissioners of Police 

Date: 3 April 2023 Security Level:  IN CONFIDENCE 

Minister and Portfolio: Rt Hon Chris Hipkins, Prime Minister 

 Hon Ginny Andersen, Minister of Police 

Copy to: Hon Andrew Little, Minister for the Public Service 

Report No: 2023-0103 

Purpose  Briefing for Appointment and Honours Committee (APH) 

Date of meeting 5 April 2023 

Proposal 

This briefing provides you with the key points for your item at APH on 5 April which recommends 
that the Committee notes the Prime Minister’s intention to recommend to the Governor-General 
the appointment of Jevon Mc Skimming and Tania Kura as Deputy Commissioners of Police for 
five-year terms. 

Discussion Deputy Commissioners of Police are appointed by the Governor-General of the recommendation 
of the Prime Minister in accordance with the Policing Act 2008. They hold office at the pleasure 
of the Governor-General. 

In December 2022, Cabinet agreed to establish one or more additional statutory Deputy 
Commissioners of Police. 

The requirements for the position are set out in paragraphs 5 to 9 of the paper.  

The Public Service Commission has managed the appointment process on behalf of the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Police, as required in the Policing Act and the Cabinet Manual. Details 
of the process are set out in paragraphs 20 and 21 of the paper. 

We propose the Prime Minister recommends to the Governor-General the appointment of both 
Jevon McSkimming and Tania Kura to the role of Deputy Commissioner of Police, for terms of 
five years. Paragraphs 10 to 18 of the paper set out the backgrounds and terms of both 
appointees. 

The Minister of Police will coordinate the announcement of the appointments. 

Author Ian Lineham, Principal Advisor, System and Agency Performance 

Manager Thor Gudjonsson, Deputy Commissioner, System and Agency Performance 
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Executive Council: Appointment of Deputy Commissioners of Police 

Date: 5 April 2023 Security Level:  SENSITIVE-STAFF 

Minister and Portfolio: Hon Andrew Little, Minister for the Public Service 

Report No: 2023-0110 

Purpose  Briefing for Executive Council 

Date of meeting 11 April 2023 

Proposal 

We understand the Prime Minister has asked you to take the appointments of Jevon McSkimming 
and Tania Kura as Deputy Commissioners of Police through Executive Council on his behalf. 

We also understand that the Administrator of the Government is presiding at this meeting, rather 
than the Governor-General. 

The Prime Minister has written to the Administrator of the Government setting out his 
recommendation to make the appointments. 

This briefing provides you with the key points to speak to this item. 

Appointment Process Statutory Deputy Commissioners of Police are appointed by the Governor-General on the 
recommendation of the Prime Minister in accordance with the Policing Act 2008 (the Act). They 
hold office at the pleasure of the Governor-General. There is a requirement for statutory Deputy 
Commissioners of Police to meet a ‘fit and proper person’ test. Based on Crown Law advice, a fit 
and proper person is a person who is honest and trustworthy, and has the necessary experience, 
qualifications or characteristics to perform in the role. 

The Public Service Commission has managed the appointment process on behalf of the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Police, as required in the Policing Act and the Cabinet Manual. Deputy 
Public Service Commissioner Heather Baggott Chaired the appointment process and advised the 
Prime Minister and Minister of Police of nominees who met the definition of ‘fit and proper’ 
people.  

Recommendation You are seeking the Administrator of the Government’s signature on the advice sheets and 
warrants appointing: 

• Deputy Commissioner Jevon Murray McSkimming as a (statutory) Deputy 
Commissioner of Police for a five-year term commencing on 17 April 2023 and 
expiring on 16 April 2028; and 

• Deputy Commissioner Tania Ruth Kura as a (statutory) Deputy Commissioner of 
Police for a five-year term commencing on 18 April 2023 and expiring on 17 April 2028. 

Summarised CVs for both Deputy Commissioner McSkimming and Deputy Commissioner Kura 
are attached to the papers for the appointments. 

The Prime Minister considers both Deputy Commissioner Jevon McSkimming and Deputy 
Commissioner Tania Kura are fit and proper people as they are honest and trustworthy, and have 



IN CONFIDENCE 

strong, credible experiences in Police, with a good understanding of the role and work of New 
Zealand Police. 

Both appointees are currently non-statutory Deputy Commissioners at New Zealand Police. 

About the nominees 

Deputy Commissioner Jevon McSkimming has been a Police officer for 27 years, firstly in frontline 
roles, and more recently in organisation-wide roles shaping strategy, service delivery, arms 
administration, and ICT and infrastructure. In 2017 he was appointed Assistant Commissioner, 
Service, before being appointed (non-statutory) Deputy Commissioner, Strategy and Service in 
2020. 

Deputy Commissioner Tania Kura has been a Police officer for 35 years. She has worked up 
through the ranks to be Area Commander Hawkes Bay in 2012, and District Commander Eastern 
District (Hawkes Bay and Tairāwhiti) in 2017, before being appointed as (non-statutory) Deputy 
Commissioner Leadership and Capability in 2020. 

The appointments commence of different dates as the Policing Act provides for the ‘longest 
serving Deputy Commissioner’ be deemed to be appointed acting Commissioner in the event 
that the Commissioner is incapacitated because of illness, absence, or any other cause. 

To avoid any potential confusion as to which of the Deputy Commissioners would be the longest 
serving, the Prime Minister’s recommendation is that Deputy Commissioner McSkimming’s 
appointment commence on 17 April, and Deputy Commissioner Kura’s appointment commence 
on 18 April 2023. 

Author Ian Lineham, Principal Advisor, System and Agency Performance 

Manager Thor Gudjonsson, Deputy Commissioner, System and Agency Performance 

 











 







 

 

 



  



 

 

 



 




